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HEALING AND WHOLENESS
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  GOD

vans ready for work. Jack turned to me and
said, ‘Do you realise Betel is like the ancient
Franciscan Order?’ I liked this thought:
godly, otherworldly, a spiritual community.
Then Jack continued, ‘You are just a bunch
of poor jerks, living together, trying to eke
out a living while serving God.’ 

St. Columba and his order did much the
same thing in their holistic approach to
church planting by establishing communities
throughout Scotland and Europe: nothing
new under the sun.

There is no dichotomy between the
‘spiritual’ and the social elements of
ministry. Whatever is done in faith –
preaching the gospel or sheltering the
marginalised – affirms that Jesus Christ is
the Lord of all of life. Signs and wonders
apart, only potent and compassionate social
work can open hearts and minds in our
jaded civilization.

Betel’s growth has happened in phases.
We established communities and churches
first in large urban areas of Spain in the
1980s; then, in the 1990s, in other Western
and Latin American countries. Recently we
have seen Betel flourish in Eastern Europe
and India – yet further removed from Betel’s
original cultural home. We have discovered
that if we respect other cultures and
embrace the Pauline spirit where ‘we are all
things to all men’, in truth, the adjustments
are minor.

People ask us how they can get involved.

It is good to have an initial short-term
experience in Betel. This can be as little as a
week or as much as a year. Many church
groups have sent work teams. We
desperately need builders, tradesmen, media
specialists, graphic designers, accountants,
office workers, administrators. Most of all
we need simple servants who are willing to
live alongside our recovering addicts as role
models. Betel is probably too hard and too
intense for most people. But if you are one
of those peculiar individuals who are drawn
to the spirit and ethos of the ‘old WEC’,
contact us.

For lots more information about Betel, go to:
www.betel.org or www.betel.co.uk

Betel Testimonies
Bruce: ‘I have been healed not only from a broken heart, but physically. My body, after
20 years of drug abuse, is enjoying a new lease of life that is nothing short of
miraculous. I have contact with my family again. I know that I am not only free from
drugs, but free to be the person I was always meant to be.’ 

Stuart: ‘I got to a stage in my life when using drugs and alcohol was just an
anaesthetic to ease the hurt and pain. Thanks to Betel, God is now restoring the broken
areas of my life, bringing freedom where I was bound, joy where there was misery, and
victory and not defeat.’

Gavin: ‘Having never completed anything in my life, I had lost all hope, confidence and
security. The world and its burdens, and heroin, had swallowed me up. Coming to know
God, I have a new life and a new focus. The Spirit has breathed new life into dry bones,
and life means something again.

Signs and wonders
apart, only potent
and compassionate
social work can open
hearts and minds in
our jaded civilization.
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WHOLENESS IN THE HOUSE OF   

stand amazed and humbled before God.
Our early beginnings in gospel-resistant

Spain did not promise what we see today.
When Lindsay and I proposed ministry
among the addicts in 1983, the WEC team
declined to support it. They felt it was not
possible to combine church planting with a
social ministry that required specialised
professional training (which we did not
possess). The team did, however, graciously
offer to let us pursue our vision as a
personal project rather than a team project.

One senior WECer supported us
wholeheartedly – Norman Grubb. He saw
the Four Pillars of WEC – Faith, Holiness,
Sacrifice, and Fellowship – lived out in
brilliant living colours in the Betel
community. ‘Betel is the revival of the old
WEC’, he wrote. ‘Faith always means shocks,
because it causes something to happen – a
release of God’s power – not as a result of
human reasoning but as a manifestation of
his purposes for the world, just as Jesus
himself was. To me it was a jolting shock to
hear Spaniards of the toughest sort
becoming such vigorous immediate
responders to truth … It is just like the Lord
to take on what appears to be impossible
and turn it into one of the most dramatic
responses to the saving truth of Jesus in
Europe today.’ 

In Betel, we intend to remain faithful to
the original ethos of WEC (and we are not
the only ones). We believe God can take

mission workers or ex-addicts with true
faith in their hearts, ‘even if they have a
turnip for a head’, as C.T. Studd once said,
and turn them into an apostolic expression
of the fulfilment of the Great Commission.
By God’s grace we have brought together
the preaching of the gospel, church
planting, a social ministry, and income-
earning activity into a complete holistic
expression of the Kingdom of God lived out
through the lives of very common and
broken people.

I once visited our Betel community in
Ceuta, North Africa, with my friend Jack
Groblewski. The men had just finished their
morning devotional and were loading up the

Betel’ is the Spanish for
‘Bethel’ which means ‘House
of God’. Above the entrance

to the meeting place for our first
little church in Madrid, in 1985,
we painted these words: 

‘Surely the Lord is in this place; and I
knew it not. How awesome is this place!
This is none other than the house of God,
and this is the gate of heaven’ (Genesis
28:16-17.)

Only the Lord knows how many have
stepped through Betel’s doors and
subsequently entered the ‘gate of heaven’.
We do know that over 90,000 addicts,
alcoholics and other marginalised people
have lived in Betel’s communities that now
extend to more than 70 urban areas in 15
nations. These communities have birthed 29
registered Betel Churches and over 40
church plants.

Mary and I arrived in Spain in 1983
after four years in Mexico as independent
mission workers. Our original vision was to
‘repeat’ our fruitful Mexican student
ministry. But after a year of faithful sowing,
we noted the only responses to our tracts
came from heroin addicts, alcoholics,
prostitutes and homeless people. To our
surprise, right around us was this sea of
hungry hearts.

At first we referred addicts to existing
rehab centres. Each Friday night we opened
our home for addicts and family members to
come for refreshments, to talk about Jesus,

and to find how we could help their children
get referrals to centres. An embryonic
church was born from this. After two years
and over 60 referrals, Betel opened its own
rehab community in the flat of our co-
worker Lindsay McKenzie (WEC Australia).
We moved to a rented farm, and then
another, and then to other properties. We
found we had to form Christian businesses
within our community to support our ‘free’
programme. Today Betel has about 144
residences, over 80 charity shops and dozens
of other income-earning activities. We

Elliott Tepper and his wife Mary are the Betel leaders and live in Spain.

You are just a bunch
of poor jerks, living
together, trying to
eke out a living
while serving God.

‘
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AIDS CARE IN SOUTH AFRICA
Glen and Carol Slabber worked in South Africa for thirteen years. They now live in Scotland.

can get no treatment, it becomes a drawn
out and dreadful death sentence. AIDS
affects people in the prime of their lives.
Young men and women in their teens,
twenties, thirties and forties are those most
at risk. Mothers and fathers are dying
prematurely, leaving orphaned families
behind them. Grandparents, who had
expected to be supported by their children
and grandchildren, are now finding that
their children are dying and they have to
look after grandchildren, often on an
income that is barely sufficient for their
own needs.

The economies of nations have been
damaged. Farming, industry and commerce
are destroyed as skilled workers become ill
and die. In many African countries, teachers
and health workers are dying more quickly
than new ones can be trained. The full
effects of AIDS on individuals, families,
communities and nations are impossible to
realise until we see them face to face.

So how do you respond if you live in a
nation affected by the disease? You can get
involved! During our years in South Africa
we lived in an area where one person in
three had the disease, and we had to do
something. 

We wrote an AIDS Care Training Manual
which has been used to train those who
care for the sick in their communities. We
led a team ministering to those with the
disease by providing them with practical
support. In real terms this meant providing
basic food parcels for those who had
nothing, encouraging the discouraged by
praying with them and sharing the good

seems so little, a drop in the bucket, but as
someone once told us; ‘.... if there are no
drops, the bucket stays dry!’

In sub-Saharan Africa and in many
other countries in the developing world –
HIV/AIDS   affects every area of peoples’
lives and there is no area of Christian
ministry which is unaffected by it. Medical
workers see it first, but everyone else has to
learn how to deal with its effects at some
time. Because it is a disease which touches
nearly every family, it affects every area in
which we work. But, as with all Christian
work, it is a spiritual battle against the
forces of evil. The practical care we give is
important for it is a tangible testimony to
the message of salvation to all who are still
without Christ. The Good News of Jesus
Christ is the essential heart of the work.  

The practical care we give is a work for
today: the spiritual message we bring is a
work for eternity.

news of Christ with them. It meant
assisting them to live positive, productive
lives, to become as self-sufficient as they
could by growing their own vegetables and
by developing skills which would enable
them to earn a little money. It meant
helping the illiterate through the maze of
paperwork they needed to complete in
order to get the meagre government
disability payment or pension available to
them in South Africa.

In the face of so much suffering it

HIV/AIDS is a disease of
which most of us in the UK
are largely unaware and

unaffected. However, for people
in sub-Saharan Africa it is an
ever present and dreadful reality.

It is a disease for which there is no cure
and for which treatment is beyond the
reach of most. For those who have it and

In the face of so
much suffering it
seems so little, a
drop in the bucket,
but if there are no
drops, the bucket
stays dry!
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THE INFORMATION STATION
� According to UNAIDS estimates, there are

currently 38.6 million people living with
HIV. Organisers of World AIDS Day 
(1 December) are encouraging people to
wear a red ribbon – an international
symbol of AIDS awareness – to
demonstrate care and concern about HIV
and AIDS. For more information and ideas
on how to support World AIDS Day go to:
www.avert.org/worldaid.htm

� The World Health Organisation (WHO)
statistics 2006 show that the biggest
killer in the two-thirds world is lower
respiratory infections (mostly pneumonia)
with a death toll of more than 4 million
people each year.

� The International Day of Prayer for the
Persecuted Church (12 November) is a
global day of intercession for persecuted
Christians worldwide. The IDOP aims to
increase awareness of the persecuted
church, lead in prayer, and promote
ongoing and appropriate action on behalf
of the persecuted church. For more
information go to:
www.persecutedchurch.org

� Betel England recently received the
Centre for Social Justice Award for
‘excellence in service to their fellow man’.
David Partington, General Secretary of
the International Substance Abuse and
Addiction Coalition wrote: ‘Having had
the privilege of visiting Betel projects, I

have been struck on every occasion by
the atmosphere of love and acceptance
which pervades throughout.’ He
applauded the professional and
committed staff as they provide dignity
and hope for society’s rejected.

Reports and prayer points from around the world.

� Pray that the secular humanist
pressures in Europe and around the
world do not put overly burdensome
restrictions on our communities and
programmes. We are being forced to
become more and more ‘professional’
and scientific, and to acquire licenses

themselves with a very small mission
team working among them. It takes
faith to believe that God can use
broken and outcast ‘Betelitos’ to run,
maintain, and advance such a complex
organisation as Betel. Pray for our
faith partners who stand with us. Pray

and professional degrees to
help the marginalised. Pray
with us that we will be
allowed to present the gospel
without compromise in
modern Europe.

� Pray for our finances. Betel
needs to earn and receive
millions of pounds each year
to offer our free residential
programme to a live-in
community of about 1,600
people. We are about 95% self
supporting.

� Pray for the co-ordination of
our businesses and income-
earning activities. They are
mostly run by the addicts

also for our 30 WEC mission workers
and 56 ex-addict pastors and their
wives who oversee the Betel churches,
communities and businesses. 

� Pray for Radio Betel
(www.radiobetel.org) which can be
received in dozens of countries. This
Spanish site also has a live video feed
of Friday night and Sunday morning
services.

� Pray for the entrance of Betel
communities into every state of the
Russian Federation, every state and
region of India, the start of the first
Betel community in China, and the
expansion of Betel into Brazil and
Argentina.

� Pray for the health of Betel. Many of
our leaders are HIV+ and most of our
people have compromised their health
through years of substance abuse.

For more information about Betel, go to:
www.betel.org or www.betel.co.uk

BETEL Special Prayer Focus
by Elliott Tepper: 
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JESUS-STYLE MINISTRY
Mike and Wilma Dwight live in Thailand and travel throughout Asia serving WEC
as Regional Directors for South East Asia. 

healed. This involved more than praying for
physical healing. It required discernment of
spirits, an x-ray perspective into the
person’s situation. 

During one Sunday morning service a
lame man was wheeled in on a luggage
trolley (we were meeting in a hotel). The
temptation was to jump in and pray for
immediate healing, as before, but the
prophetic word came that the gospel
needed to be preached. Healing is a blessing
of the atonement and cannot be separated
from the Cross. The man walked out of the
hotel!

The gifts of the Spirit are still available,
relevant and immensely powerful today.
Mission is greatly impoverished if it ignores
the gifts. Not only that, it is seriously
limited from being a people through whom
the Kingdom of God can advance.

Our passion to reach the unreached and
to plant multiplying churches will never be
accomplished unless we allow the Holy
Spirit to move us. The entire work of the
Spirit is to minister Christ and bring men

to redeem this messed-up world, things
have to change in us so that we model
‘Jesus-Style ministry’ to a lost world.
Healing is not about getting physically
better; it is all about a living relationship
with Jesus Christ. 

and women to
confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord. If we
are going to be part
of God’s final move

happened. Disappointment and
discouragement began to set in, but it was
to be the beginning of another stage of
understanding, as Scripture mentions ‘gifts’
(plural) of healing and the need to exercise
ancillary gifts such as prophecy and
discernment. She had hidden valuable
Buddha images under the floorboards in her
house. When confronted with this, she
acknowledged it was true and repented.
These were discreetly removed and she was
healed instantly from her severe migraines.

As we explore the gifts of healing we
have to face the demonic as well as those
mentally and emotionally traumatised. 

A 23-year old girl had for the previous
eight years of her life been like a zombie.
Her anorexic body was shiny and her limbs
and fingers were rigid.  Her parents had
taken her to every major hospital in
Bangkok and to every renowned spirit
medium and Buddhist Temple – but with no
effect. We visited her, and prayed with her.
The presence of evil was heavy. After three
weeks she was set free and her body was

For the last 30 years, as a
mission worker to Thailand
and now as Regional Director

for South East Asia, the sick and
needy have been part of everyday
life. The pull is to resort to
comfortable ground and just
preach the Word – but how, in all
honesty, can we leave it there?

Jesus talked about the signs of the
Kingdom (Matthew 11:4-6): the Good News
is preached but also the Spirit’s power is
released. You can imagine my fear when, as
a new mission worker, a Thai man, who had
just had a stroke, came to my house and
asked me to pray for him. God graciously
intervened and witnessed to both of us that
He is the unchanging, all powerful, loving
God who delights to meet us at our point of
need. 

On another occasion a lady who had
made a commitment to Jesus had severe
migraines each Sunday and could not come
to church. We prayed for weeks but nothing

Healing is not about
getting physically
better; it is all about
a living relationship
with Jesus Christ.

Thailand
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THE HEALING POWER OF JESUS

then met with three mission couples and
asked them to lay hands on her and pray.
We returned home but Esther got worse
instead of better. One Sunday morning, God
told me to take her to the church meeting
and ask the two Indonesian elders to anoint
her with oil and pray. I resisted this because
others had prayed and we were standing in
faith with them. In the end I repented, and
took Esther to the meeting. It became a
learning experience for the elders who
anointed her with oil and prayed according

to the Scriptures. Miraculously, that
afternoon Esther began to get better. 

Our adopted daughter Angela (pictured
at top) was born breech (feet first) and, as a
consequence, had a twisted foot when she
was a baby.  We did not realise the extent of
the damage when we first held her, but later
discovered that her left leg was so badly
damaged that a German mission doctor told
us that she would never be able to walk
normally. Day after day we prayed over that
leg and massaged it, claiming healing in
Jesus’ name. Over a few months the leg
became straight, and today, it is impossible
to tell that there was ever a problem.

Be encouraged! We need to be confident
in our present experiences to obey the
command of Jesus and to ‘heal the sick’ by
listening to God, believing and obeying His
Word, and standing firm 
in faith. 

Nobody has more reason to
be grateful for doctors and
their God-given abilities

than I have. However, when Jesus
sent out His disciples to heal the
sick, He did not send them to
medical school first! Led by God
and through the power of His
Spirit, Jesus’ disciples laid hands
on the sick and they recovered!
This manifestation of God’s power
led many to believe and trust the
Lord. 

In Indonesia, churches have come into
being as a result of a miracle of healing or
deliverance through the name of Jesus.
While this leads to many questions, they do
not negate the command to pray for the
sick to be healed.

Throughout our ten years living in
Indonesia, we prayed for many sick people
and saw some wonderful healings. We also
saw God powerfully answer prayer and give

physical healing within our own family. 
In our early days as mission workers, I

was debilitated by malaria and dysentery.
For several days I had a fever of over 40°C,
and was constantly having to run to the
toilet. I steadily became worse and began to
lapse into unconsciousness. In desperation,
Esther laid her hands on me and cried out to
God for healing. Amazingly, within five
minutes my temperature dropped to normal
and my recovery began.

Similarly, whilst we were living on a
small and fairly isolated island, Esther
became very sick. She suffered for several
weeks with vomiting and diarrhoea, her
weight plummeted and she became weaker
and weaker. After three months we decided
to travel to the main island of Java and ask
for advice from an English doctor working
with the World Health Organisation (WHO).
Despite all the normal tests the doctor could
not find the reason for Esther’s sickness. We

Michael Ross-Watson and his wife Esther are the regional co-ordinators for London
and the South East. They previously worked in Indonesia for ten years.

Indonesia

When Jesus sent out
His disciples to heal
the sick, He did not
send them to
medical school first!




